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EXT. DOUGLAS ROAD – DAY 

We are introduced to the bustle and grime of the inner 

city. As we parry on through the noisy streets, we are 

drawn to a small collection of damaged vehicles on an open 

park just off the road. 

EXT. AUTO REPAIRS WORKSHOP – DAY 

The blaring of car horns and revving engines drown out, 

morphing into a rhythmic clanking of metal on metal. 

Various REPAIRMEN fuss over exposed motor engines and rusty 

exhaust pipes. JESSUP, 29, sighs loudly on completing a 

headlight adjustment on a GREY TOYOTA. 

A small dented blue SIGN over the ENTRANCE exposes the 

building‟s purpose in bold white lettering: 

“Mechanic workshop: experts in Mercedes, Honda, Toyota 

etc.” 

INT. AUTO REPAIRS WORKSHOP - SHED – DAY 

ALEX, 24, is seated on a wooden bench in blue overalls. He 

is engrossed in a copy of THE PUNCH newspaper. 

TITLE OVER: 

February 14, 2012 

Jessup approaches, yawning. 

          JESSUP                                                    

       (to Alex)                                             

You‟re seated here by this time - 

You must be done with the day‟s 

work. 

          ALEX                                                     

Not at all. I‟m just taking a 

little break. 

 

          JESSUP                                                    

So that‟s why you‟re balanced here 

reading paper. Is it paper that 

will fetch money for you? 

Jessup takes a seat beside him. 

          JESSUP (CONT‟D)                                        

Look, there‟s no room for slacking 
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in this line of work. No work – no 

food. 

          ALEX                                                     

You are talking like I‟m a 

newcomer – I‟ve been working here 

for almost three years. But life 

doesn‟t begin and end in this 

park. It‟s good to know what is 

happening around you –-  

          JESSUP                                                   

But with newspaper? All of them 

say the same thing. “Government 

steals so and so billion” - What 

do you want to learn from that? 

          ALEX                                                  

That‟s not always true. Take a 

look at this. . .  

He leans the newspaper over to Jessup and points out an 

article that reads: 

   Govt. declares free education in Imo state  

Jessup shoos it away in an instant. 

          JESSUP                                                   

Get that thing away from me!                                

      (in Pidgin)                                              

Are you trying to show off your 

book smarts? 

Alex withdraws the newspaper solemnly. 

          JESSUP                                                  

What does it say?   

          ALEX                                                     

The Governor has slashed the cost 

of schooling in the state. 

          JESSUP                                                   

So, Government opened school for 

everybody. We are meant to do what 

- celebrate? What a waste of time! 

          ALEX                                                      

How do you mean? 

          JESSUP                                                     

I mean school. . .                                     
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      (mockingly)                                          

equals. waste. of. time.                             

Whether you go to school or not, 

it‟s work we all look for in the 

end. 

Alex ignores him. 

          JESSUP                                                   

Take me and you for instance. You 

went to school, I didn‟t. But see? 

We work in the same place. In 

fact,                            

      (in pidgin)                                               

my situation is better, because I 

have more experience. 

Alex ignores him. 

          JESSUP                                                     

. . .that‟s why my son will not go 

near any so-called school. He will 

learn a trade, just like I did, 

and my father did before me. 

          ALEX                                                      

      (wary)                                                   

You mean - you are going to let 

Udo miss out on an opportunity 

like this?! 

Alex points at the article. 

          JESSUP                                                     

- Opportunity to waste his time 

like you? No way. 

Jessup rises from his seat and examines his clothes. He 

hisses at the oil stains on his T-shirt. 

          JESSUP (CONT‟D)                                         

Alex, could you lend me your 

shirt? I‟m going out and mine is 

in bad shape. 

          ALEX                                                      

If I give you my shirt, whose will 

I use to go home? 

          JESSUP                                                  

Come on, we‟re friends - are we 

not?  
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Alex looks away. 

          JESSUP (CONT‟D)                                         

Look, I‟m taking my son to see one 

of his friends in town. If I take 

this one, I‟ll look stupid. D‟you 

want me to look stupid in front of 

Udo? 

          ALEX                                                       

. . .would be your fault - not 

mine. I‟ve always told you to get 

work overalls, but you refused. 

          JESSUP                                                     

I can‟t waste my money on 

overalls. At least detergent is 

only 20 naira. Plus, it‟s too hot 

to wear those things. No wonder 

you‟re always taking breaks. . .    

EXT. ROAD INTERSECTION – PAVEMENT – DAY 

Jessup and UDO, 7, are looking for directions while 

vehicles whisk by. Jessup squints at a road sign pointing 

east. The sign reads: 

Davidson cl. 

          JESSUP                                                    

     (to Udo)                                                   

I thought you said your friend 

gave you all the directions to his 

house. 

          UDO                                                     

Yes, Papa. He told me that if I 

turned right at the gas station we 

passed, I would find David-son 

close, and a house with a red 

gate, but I can‟t find it – 

          JESSUP                                                   

You should‟ve asked for better 

directions! See? Now we don‟t know 

the way. . .  

A young boy of about Udo‟s age passes by. Jessup considers 

him for a moment. 

          JESSUP (V.O)                                                  

Little boy like him – sure he‟ll 

know the way? He could misdirect 
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us, or even be lost himself – but 

I‟m running out of options. . . 

          JESSUP                                                

     (calls out)                                                  

Excuse me young man! 

          BOY                                              

„Afternoon, sir. 

          JESSUP                                                  

Good afternoon to you. D‟you know 

how we can reach David-son 

clothes?  

          BOY                                                   

David-son? 

Jessup and Udo share a puzzled look as the boy glances 

around curiously. He catches the road sign in the corner. 

          BOY                                                      

OH! Da-vidson. Come with me a 

small way. I‟ll show you. 

          JESSUP                                                   

Are you sure? We don‟t want to get 

lost again. 

          BOY                                                    

Don‟t worry. You‟re not lost. 

The boy leads them down the street and through a corner. 

Soon they arrive at: 

EXT. DAVIDSON CLOSE - DAY 

They stop at the entrance to a small street. A small street 

sign slightly shadows them from above. 

          BOY                                                      

Here we are. 

          UDO                                                    

Papa! I can see the gate - the red 

gate my friend described! 

The boy makes to leave. 

          JESSUP                                                   

     (to Boy)                                                        

Young man, please wait. Thank you 
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for your help. You must know this 

area very well. 

          BOY                                                      

Not really. I haven‟t been to this 

street before. 

          JESSUP                                                    

Oh? How then did you find it so 

soon? We‟d been looking for it for 

so long. 

          BOY                                                          

I only used the road signs. See? 

The boy points to the street sign on the corner. It reads: 

Davidson cl. 

Jessup squints at the sign reminiscently.  

          BOY                                                       

Davidson close. 

          JESSUP                                                     

. . .anyway, thanks for your help. 

Here‟s a little something for your 

trouble – 

Jessup reaches into his pockets and pulls out a 100 naira 

note and offers it to him. He waves it away. 

          BOY                                                      

My mum says not to take money from 

strangers. 

          JESSUP                                                   

But I‟m trying to thank you for 

directing us and – 

The boy leaves. Jessup glares at him as he walks away. 

          JESSUP (V.O)                                                    

Can you imagine this kid? 

          UDO                                                     

Erm. . . Papa can you give me the 

100 naira? Since – 
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          JESSUP                                                      

Since what? Since you almost got 

us lost?  

EXT. AUTO REPAIRS WORKSHOP – MORNING 

Resident repairmen are evaluating motor parts. FRANK 

DAVIES, 31, drives into the park in a BLUE HONDA CIVIC and 

exits his vehicle. He is wearing a tucked in shirt with 

jeans, and has a raspy way about him. He beckons on Jessup. 

          FRANK DAVIES                                            

     (shouts)                                                

Aye! Mechanic. 

          JESSUP                                                   

     (in Pidgin)                                                

I didn‟t know it was you sir, 

welcome. 

          FRANK DAVIES                                               

I need you to take a look at my 

car. It‟s making funny noises when 

I drive. 

          JESSUP                                                   

What side sir? Engine? Exhaust 

pipe?  

          FRANK DAVIES                                              

By the rear tyre – on the right. 

          JESSUP                                                  

Sir, I‟m no expert on car 

suspension, but I know someone 

that is. . . I‟ll go get him for 

you. 

Jessup hurries to Alex, whose torso is beneath a pick-up 

truck. 

          JESSUP                                               

     (excited)                                                  

Alex, leave what you're doing. 

I‟ve found better work for you. 

See that guy over there?                        
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(in Pidgin)                                              

that‟s Frank Davies. 

          ALEX                                                      

      (emerging)                                                    

Who‟s Frank Davies?  

          JESSUP                                                      

Isn't it you who‟s always reading 

newspapers? Yet you don‟t know him 

- He‟s a government clerk in the 

Ministry of road. 

          ALEX                                                  

Ministry of transport – 

          JESSUP                                                   

That means he‟s a powerful man. 

Don‟t slack. 

Alex approaches Frank Davies by his car. He points to the 

rear tyre and recounts the issue. Alex slithers under the 

vehicle to investigate. A moment later, he emerges. 

          ALEX                                                    

I‟ve discovered the problem. The 

shock absorber is faulty. 

          FRANK DAVIES                                             

Can you get it fixed by tomorrow? 

I need it urgently. 

          ALEX                                                            

I can get it fixed by this 

evening. If you – 

Frank Davies hurries off. Alex gapes on in bewilderment. 

EXT. AUTO REPAIRS WORKSHOP – AFTERNOON 

Alex rests on the trunk of a stripped vehicle, whistling to 

himself. Udo runs up to him and pokes him in the side with 

his finger. 

          UDO                                                       

Uncle Alex! 
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          ALEX                                                            

     (laughing)                                                       

Oh! It‟s you, Udo. You're still as 

mischievous as ever. 

          UDO                                                      

Thank you Uncle. 

Alex is puzzled by his reply. 

          ALEX                                                     

What are you doing here? You are 

usually playing with friends when 

I see you. 

          UDO                                                     

Many of them are not home during 

the day. My dad says they're 

wasting time at school. 

          ALEX                                                      

Well, do you think school is a 

waste of time? 

          UDO                                                        

I don‟t know what they do there. 

          ALEX                                                       

I do. They teach reasoning, 

aptitude, science, and other 

things. 

          UDO                                                      

But Uncle, how do you know? 

          ALEX                                                      

As a child, I went to school as 

well. 

          UDO                                                           

Really? Then how come you work as 

a mechanic? 

          ALEX                                                       

     (curious)                                                     

Are you saying that people who go 

to school can‟t be auto mechanics? 
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          UDO                                                       

No. It‟s just that I always see 

them wearing big suits and tie.   

          ALEX                                                   

Well, if I wore a big suit and tie 

at my job, I‟d have to get a brand 

new one every single day – they‟d 

never stay clean. 

          UDO                                                

     (chuckles)                                                    

That‟s true. But what if I went to 

school? Would I have to wear big 

suit and tie too? 

          ALEX                                                     

You can be anything you want to be 

if you set your mind to it - big 

suit or no big suit. 

EXT. AUTO REPAIRS WORKSHOP – DUSK 

Frank Davies walks into the park. He locates his HONDA 

CIVIC and hurries toward the driver door. The key is still 

in the ignition. He gets in and starts the car – 

INT. SHED 

Alex is changing into regular clothes when he hears the car 

engine erupt. He rushes out with his shirt half-buttoned. 

EXT. AUTO REPAIRS WORKSHOP 

Alex rushes to the HONDA CIVIC and catches up to it before 

it can leave the entrance. 

          ALEX                                                      

      (panting)                                                

It‟s all fixed, sir. 

          FRANK DAVIES                                             

Are you sure? I don‟t want to come 

back later and hear stories. 

          ALEX                                                  

Definitely not. The installation I 
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did should hold for at least a 

year. 

          FRANK DAVIES                                             

Installation? What did you do? How 

much do I owe you? 

          ALEX                                                    

8000 naira only. 

Frank Davies switches off the car engine. 

          FRANK DAVIES                                              

     (alighting)                                                   

What in blazes are you talking 

about? Are you okay?! 

          ALEX                                                         

      (confused)                                                          

I don‟t understand – 

          FRANK DAVIES                                              

Do I look like an ATM to you? 

          ALEX                                                      

No sir. I think I know where this 

is going. Let me explain – 

Alex begins listing with his fingers. 

          

          ALEX                                                  

Installation – 1500, twin tube 

spare – 5000, workmanship – 1500. 

. . I have a receipt right here – 

          FRANK DAVIES                                        

     (scoffs)                                                  

Is this your first time fixing a 

car? I'm not paying that, It‟s too 

expensive! No other mechanic would 

charge that much. 

          ALEX                                                       

I really don‟t know how others 

repair shocks. I heard some weld 

it together and pass it off as 
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good, but yours was too damaged to 

weld. It could have broken off and 

damaged the tyre. 

Jessup walks in on the argument. 

          JESSUP                                                   

     (to Frank Davies)                                           

Sir, is there a problem? 

          FRANK DAVIES                                                 

Your colleague thinks he can cheat 

me and get away with it! 

          JESSUP                                                  

Alex? But he doesn‟t cheat anyone. 

. . Did he not fix it well? 

          FRANK DAVIES                                            

Does he know who I am?! Does he 

know how much I make in a month?! 

          JESSUP                                                   

     (to Alex)                                                       

Be careful with Mr. Davies. He‟s a 

very rich man. 

          ALEX                                                       

I actually know how much you make 

in a month. 

          JESSUP                                                   

     (to Alex)                                                           

What are you doing? Don‟t put us 

in trouble. 

          ALEX                                                     

Why would we be in trouble? 

Government salaries are made 

public. In fact – allowances 

aside, we make roughly the same 

amount of money per month. 

          JESSUP                                                  

     (amazed)                                                 

Are you sure?                                                    
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          ALEX                                                          

Totally. But more importantly, 

8000 naira should be no problem 

for Mr. Davies. 

          FRANK DAVIES                                              

     (to Alex)                                                  

You are obviously different from 

the other mechanics I‟ve met. 

Jessup casts an ugly look at Frank Davies. 

          ALEX                                                     

I'm fortunate to have had an 

education. 

          FRANK DAVIES                                                

Sorry about the commotion earlier. 

It‟s just that many mechanics have 

cheated me on this issue. 

          ALEX                                              

Suspension problems are common 

because of the poor state of 

roads. Some mechanics try to take 

unfair advantage of that. 

          FRANK DAVIES                                                   

Well, the car isn‟t making funny 

noises anymore. I hope it stays 

that way. 

Frank Davies gets 8000 naira from his pockets and pays 

Alex. Alex hands him the receipt. 

          ALEX                                                          

You know, there‟s a lot more you 

can do to solve the issue. You 

could use your position in the 

ministry to ensure better roads 

for our town. 

          FRANK DAVIES                                              

Do you really believe it‟s that 

easy? This is still a developing 

state. 
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          ALEX                                                   

True. But every state is a 

developing state. It‟s when states 

stop to develop that there‟s a 

problem. Better roads will mean 

better car management.  

          FRANK DAVIES                                             

Well, let‟s hope for the best, 

shall we? 

Frank Davies gets in his car and drives off.  

FADE OUT. 

 


